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To: Deidre, Colleen and Assembly Standing Committee members August 23rd, 2018 

Re: Assembly decision and marriage 

Dear Deidre, Colleen and Assembly Standing Committee members, 

We, the Adelaide Congress Ministry Congregation are writing to you about the decision made on 
marriage at the 15th Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia (UCA) in Melbourne. 

The Assembly made a decision on marriage that we strongly disagree with and cannot accept.  

We strongly urge the Assembly Standing Committee to reconsider this decision and to listen to the 
voices of First People who are active and committed members of the Uniting Church across the 
nation. 

The Uniting Church has made a covenant with First people to listen to our voices and honour and 
respect our histories, rights and beliefs as Aboriginal peoples. But beyond listening and building 
understanding, the covenant commits to honouring our leadership and affirming our sovereignty, 
working together towards shared understanding, respect, self-determination and justice in and 
through the church. This is only made possible if we are respected and included in dialogue and 
authentic decision making where our voices are counted beyond tokenism.  

Our congregation is of one mind and one voice on the issue of marriage and we are writing to urge 
you to reconsider the Assembly’s decision to endorse a redefinition of marriage. This is vital to the 
life of the church and Uniting Church members’ views must be further examined. 

We are of the view that we cannot stand under an umbrella that endorses a definition of marriage 
outside of God’s word – the Bible. 

In Aboriginal law, we have strong rules about kin and relatedness – a law that was formed from the 
beginning of time. We have a very strong structure of respecting avoidance relationships and 
accepted frameworks for marriage that maintain our social balance and cohesion and must be 
adhered to at all costs. We don’t get to choose this, we are born into it. We cannot change how we 
are related and redefine our social rules for how we behave within our kinship structures if we feel 
like it. This is an aspect of Aboriginal law and culture that is shared across Aboriginal communities, 
languages and regions. 

In the same way, God’s word stands since the beginning and we cannot change His word to please 
people. To ask us as First peoples to accept that we can change legal and social frameworks goes 
against our culture, our way to be and belong in the world and has the potential for harm and 
confusion in our communities. We are connected – our spirit, our land, our culture, our law, our 
language and our community. As First Peoples, we need you to hear us say that we feel this 
decision defiles the land and is jarring to all aspects of our lives as they are connected. 

We don’t feel our voices have been properly heard on this issue. We ask that you revise the current 
decision on marriage as a matter of urgency. 

As Aboriginal members of the UCA, we cannot accept a change to the story of marriage being 
between a man and a woman and we would be forced to reconsider our position in the Uniting 
Church. We cannot remain under an umbrella where both truth and a lie stand side by side as 
equals. We stand under the banner of our Lord Jesus Christ and His everlasting Kingdom where 
truth cannot be substituted by the popular culture of the day.  

We appreciate the relationship and support that the Uniting Church has provided to us over a long 
period of time. We continue our work and mission as we always have under the Uniting Church 
banner. We haven’t changed, but we cannot remain under a banner where decisions are enacted 
that are contrary to our heritage, culture, beliefs and faith convictions. 

We hope that you will accept our letter in good faith – in the spirit of strong and honest dialogue in 
which we have written this.  

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Adelaide Congress Ministry Congregation members 


