Dr Daniel Shayhesteh’s Visit to South Australia.

It was my third experience of the ministry of Dr Daniel Shayesteh. By chance (actually with God nothing is by chance! ) I had walked into the Adelaide Crusade Centre in 1996 & heard him. 
In 2013 the Hope network  ( 60 Evangelical  U.C.A. congregations across S A), most also connected to the Assembly Confessing  Congregations, decided to invite Daniel to Adelaide as a part of his Australian tour .  At the time I was based in Bordertown, and local churches hired a bus to travel to Adelaide to hear Daniel speak............. So who is  Dr Daniel Shayesteh?
Daniel was born into a Muslim family in Northern Iran. He was a radical Muslim leader in the Free Islamic Movement which helped the Ayatollah Khomeini’s  Islamic Fundamentalist government come to power. When Daniel fell out of favour with the government, he fled to Turkey and began an amazing journey to faith in Jesus Christ.  Eventually, with his wife and 3 daughters he escaped to Australia.   Read his testimony in “Islam: The House I Left Behind”.
Daniel established the organisation “Exodus from darkness “in 2000. www.exodusfromdarkness.org His mission was (and still is ) to help others understand and lovingly respond to those who do not know Jesus. His call to all is that they begin to ‘search for truth together’. Daniel is confident that people who search openly will discover , as he has, that eternal confidence is only found in Jesus Christ. 

When we learnt of Daniel’s intention to return to Australia this year, Hope Network invited him again to Adelaide and with ACC  SA  co-sponsoring  the visit Daniel spoke 4 times over 20-22nd March. 

Lin and I had the privilege of again having Daniel stay with us. These days he resides in the U S A and has a large satellite T V ministry. Although open Christian worship is still unwelcome in Iran, the Iranian Christian community is one of the fastest growing in the world.   
The 2015 visit included  3 UCA meetings
 - at Balaklava, a regional centre 90 kms North of Adelaide which drew many from surrounding churches up to 120 kms away. 
- Tea Tree Gully, a north Eastern  suburbs U. C.   held a workshop -  with the topic “ Is it possible to de radicalise”.  
- Sunday Morning at Coromandel valley U C, where 340 gathered to hear the message of Daniel’s personal journey.   Daniel has over the years had a few threats and many warnings . Nevertheless he is both passionate and fearless about his faith in Jesus. His message is overwhelmingly, a message of hope and love.  Yet there is also a subtle warning about  personal comfort and complacency.
 For me the most telling part of the message is the emphasis on the personal nature of our relationship with our God, and Jesus. For Daniel his discovery that the Christian God is Father,rather than master was a real turning point ( a game changer if you like). Again and again , he emphasises the personal  nature of God in Christ.   (Listen at corouniting.org   /sermon 15.3.15)

Daniel also spoke at a Persian fellowship under the care of Coromandel Valley.

Daniel concluded with photos with his family - wife Mary, and three daughters, Janet, Cindy, and Debbie. An early photo of them all in Hijab and one in Australia. Many were blessed and enlightened by his ministry, as was I for the third time!!


Pastor Grant Jewell

