
The History Boys - Not a family movie 

 
One of the intriguing developments in the movie world last year was the 
generally uncritical and amazingly positive reception of the film, The 
History Boys.  

 
Why? I will only make a brief mention of this M rated film, which was 

made to screen following the success of the Alan Bennett play. I believe it 
is helpful to highlight this film, as I am aware families may be hiring the 
DVD to explore this purported savvy and witty story of a school and a 

group of bright boys coming of age. 
 

If appears most reviewers either ignored the plainly obvious moral 
questions which were raised, or in some cases, belittled them by finding it 
all a bit of a laugh. A regular conservative columnist Miranda Devine (Sun-

Herald- May 20, 2007) was one of the few people I could find that raised 
issues with the easy portrayal of pedophilia (the main male teacher has a 

fondness for touching the genitals of the boys when he gives then a ride 
home on his motor bike, though one of the boys say he does not like them 
too young, raising questions of what is the appropriate age for 

sexploitation?).  
 

Even the issue of the use of power by a person in authority, while raised, 
is poorly handled. There is also gratuitous foul language in the context of 
supposedly witty exploration among the boys themselves.  

If this was a film with a male teacher who touching girls, no doubt it 
would have earned at least an MA if not an R rating, as well as howls of 

protests. 
 

While the film has an intellectual guise, it is really a glorified teenage sex 
comedy dressed up with longer sentences and literary references. Do your 
children a favour and help them avoid this one. 

 
Peter Bentley 

 

Note: First published in ACCatalyst: Volume 1, March 2008 

 


