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Jesus’ Farewell Message 

Prepared by Leigh Harkness drawing from D.A. Carson’s commentary on The Gospel According to John 
February 2019 

Introduction 

This is a series of six studies for lent covering John 13:31 - 15:16.  This passage gives part of Jesus’ 
farewell message to the disciples after Judas left the upper room.  The studies are divided as follows: 
Study 1: John 13:31-38  My Glory  Study 2: John 14:1-11  My Place 
Study 3: John 14:12 – 21 My Commands  Study 4: John 14:22 – 31 My Peace  
Study 5: John 15:1 – 8 My Words   Study 6: John 15:9 – 16 My Love 

To gain the most from the study, it is recommended that you prepare your own responses to the 
questions beforehand.   

Study 1 : My Glory 
At the point where Judas goes into the night [darkness], Jesus begins to address those disciples who 
will in the long term be faithful to him [remain in the light].  

John 13: 31-38 
31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is 
glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 
33 “My [dear] children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, 
so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” 
Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” 
37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 
38 Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster 
crows, you will disown me three times! 

The Glory of the Father and the Son 

1.1  The departure of Judas sets in motion the process of Jesus’ arrest, trial and execution.  How 
does Jesus perceive his imminent execution? (John 13:31-32)  

 

1.2     Why does Jesus’ execution glorify God the Father?  (v 31-32; John 1:181, 17:4-82)  

 

1.3    Why does God the Father glorify the Son? (v 31-32; John 1:143, 16:284, 17:52, 245; Is 49:36) 

                                                             
1 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him 
known. 
2 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the 
glory I had with you before the world began. 6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you 
gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave 
them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent 
me. 
3 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 
4 I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.” 
5 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you 
loved me before the creation of the world. 
6 He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendour.” 
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1.4 How does the impending event reveal the saving sovereignty of God and his new Kingdom? 
(John 1:12-137; 3:14-158; 4:239; 5:2510; 6:32-3311, 5112; 8:2813; 17:214) 

 

 

A New Commandment  Mandatum Novum (from which we derive Maunday Thursday)  
Having announced his imminent departure and insisted that his disciples cannot come with him, 
Jesus begins to lay out what he expects of them while he is away. 

1.5 How does Jesus’ new commandment (v 34) differ from the second greatest commandment? 
(Love your neighbour as yourself. Mark 12:3115) 

 

 

1.6 Who is to be loved? (John 13:34) 

 

1.7 What is the standard of love? (v 34; 8:28-2916; 10:17-1817; 15:9-1018)  

 

1.8 Why is this love important to God’s message? (v 35; 1 Jn 3:1019, 1620) 

 

 

Peter and the disciples are less interested in the New Commandment than the threatened departure 
of their leader.  Peter is more interested in Jesus’ imminent plans than in obedience and so asks him 
“Lord, where are you going?”  Jesus tries to discourage his impetuous claims.  Only Jesus, the lamb 
of God, can offer the sacrifice that deals with the world’s sins. But Peter will follow Jesus later in the 
sense that he will follow Jesus to death, and join him in glory.  

                                                             
7 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—13 children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
8 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have 
eternal life in him.” 
9 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind 
of worshipers the Father seeks. 
10 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will 
live. 
11 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you 
the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 
12 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give 
for the life of the world.” 
13 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he and that I do nothing on my own but speak 
just what the Father has taught me. 
14 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 
15  The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these. 
16 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he and that I do nothing on my own but speak 
just what the Father has taught me.29 The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.” 
17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 
own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 
18 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 
19 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not 
God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister. 
20 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and 
sisters. 
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Study 2: My Place 
John 14: 1-11 
1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many 
rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 
am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have 
seen him.” 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you 
believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my 
own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.  

 

The Promise of a Place where Jesus is going 

Jesus consoles the disciples although he is the one about to be crucified.  He asks them “Do you 
believe in God? Then believe, also, in me.”  He then spells out why they should not worry.   It is true 
that he is going away, but he is going away to prepare a place for them so that they may be where 
he is.  What more could they ask for? 

The place already exists before Jesus gets there.  It is the going itself via the cross and resurrection 
that prepares the place for Jesus’ disciples.  And if he takes such trouble to prepare a place for his 
own, it is inconceivable that the rest should not follow:  I will come back and take you to be with me 
that you also may be where I am.    

Jesus tells the disciples that they know the way to the place where he is going.  Thomas replies that 
they don’t even know the destination, so how can they know the way.  The fact that Jesus had just 
told them his destination means that the he (and the other disciples) have not come to grips with 
what he just said about the destination.  So Jesus goes into a more detailed explanation. 

2.1. What is the destination? (v 2; Mk 4:26-2721; 1 Thes 4:15-1822) 

 

2.2 Only because Jesus is “the truth” of God and “the life” of God can he be the way for others 
to come to God.  In what ways is Jesus “the truth” of God? (v 6; 1:123, 1424, 1825; 5:19ff26; 8:2927; 
20:2828) 

 

                                                             
21 At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27 And he will send his angels and gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 
22 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede 
those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 
23 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
24 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 
25 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him 
known. 
26 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, 
because whatever the Father does the Son also does. . . . 
27 The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him. 
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
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2.3 In what ways is Jesus “the life” of God? (v 6, 1:429; 3:1530; 5:2131, 2632; 11:25-2633; 1 Jn 5:2034) 

 

 

 

Jesus exclusively mediates and delivers God’s truth and God’s life so that he alone can insist that he 
is the only way: No-one comes to the Father except through me. Discuss.  

Knowing God 

2.4 In what ways is Jesus more than an envoy of God?  (vs 9-11; 5:19ff26; 8:2835; 10:3036) 

 

 

 

2.5 What do the miracles signify about Jesus?  (v 11; 2:1137; 5:3638; 10:37-3839) 

 

 

 

2.6 Who is Jesus? (8:23-2540) 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
29 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 
30 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. 
31 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 
32 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 
33 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die;26 and whoever lives 
by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
34 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in 
him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 
35So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he and that I do nothing on my own but speak 
just what the Father has taught me.  
36  I and the Father are one. 
37 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in 
him. 
38 I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to finish—the very works that I am doing—
testify that the Father has sent me.  
39 Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father. 38 But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that 
you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father. 
40 But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die 
in your sins; if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in your sins.” 25 “Who are you?” they asked. “Just what I have been 
telling you from the beginning,” Jesus replied. 
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Study 3:  My Commands  
John 14: 12-21 
12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even 
greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, 
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to 
help you and be with you forever—17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as 
orphans; I will come to you.19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because 
I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in 
you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will 
be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 

Appeal for Faith  

3.1 Why will anyone who has faith in Jesus be able to do even greater things than he did?  (v 12-
13; 5:2041;15:26-2742; 17:2043; 20:2144,2945) 

 

One of the reasons why the works the disciples perform after the resurrection would be greater than 
those done by Jesus before his death is because they now belong to the age of clarity and power 
introduced by Jesus’ sacrifice and exaltation.  The signs and works Jesus performed during his 
ministry could not fully accomplish their true purpose until after Jesus had risen from the dead and 
been exalted.  Many more converts joined the messiah’s community after Jesus time of ministry 
than during it.   

3.2 What are the implications of Jesus going to the Father?  (vs 13-14)  

 

3.3 Why would Jesus do what his disciples ask in his name? (v 13)  

 

3.4 The prospect of doing ‘greater things’ comes to whom? (v 15; 1 Jn 5:2-3a46) 

 

3.5 From whom comes the enabling power to do greater things? (v 16) 

 

The circle of love, obedience and Spirit 

Jesus is describing a set of essential relationships, not a set of conditions.  His true followers will love 
him; they will obey him; and he will secure for them another Counsellor. 

 

                                                             
41 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be 
amazed.  
42 When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify 
about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning. 
43 My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 
44 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you. 
45 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
46  This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to 
keep his commands. 
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3.6 Who sends the Holy Spirit? (16, 26; 15:2647; 16:748) 

 

3.7 If the disciples are to be given another advocate, who was the first? (v 16, 18; 1 Jn 2:149) 

 

3.8 How do, and will, the disciples know the Spirit? (v 17; 7:37-3950) 

 

Note: the Spirit is to be experienced, otherwise the disciples would continue to feel abandoned. 

3.9 Why will the disciples live? (v 19; 16:2051, 22-2352) 

 

3.10 How are the disciples linked to the Father? (v 20; 2353; 17:20-2354)  

 

 

3.11  What are the characteristics of the life that Jesus is presenting to his disciples? (v 21, 14:13-
1455; 16:2056,22-2357) 

 

3.12 Who initiates the love? (v 21; 6:7058; 15:1659) 

 

Note: It is not the believer that initiates this relationship of love by demonstrating obedience, with 
Jesus and the Father simply responding.  The ongoing relationship between Jesus and his disciples is 
characterised by love and obedience on their part.  They love and obey Jesus, and he loves them, in 
exactly the same way that he loves and obeys the Father, and the Father loves him.  

                                                             
47 When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify 
about me. 
48 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will 
send him to you. 
49  My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus 
Christ, the Righteous One. 
50 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and 
drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”[c] 39 By this he meant the 
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been 
glorified. 
51 Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy.  
52 So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 23 In that day 
you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 
53 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home 
with them.  
54 My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have 
given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought 
to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
55 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my 
name, and I will do it. 
56  Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 
57 So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 23 In that day 
you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 
58 Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” 
59 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that 
whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 
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Study 4: My Peace   
John 14:22-31 
22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the 
world?” 
23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come 
to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These 
words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid. 
28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad 
that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so 
that when it does happen you will believe. 30 I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this world is 
coming. He has no hold over me, 31 but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the Father and do 
exactly what my Father has commanded me. 
“Come now; let us leave. 

4.1 What ministry does Judas expect Jesus to do in future? (v 22) 

 

4.2 What does Jesus infer about Judas from his question? (v 23-24,27) 

 

 

4.3 For Judas’s benefit, Jesus reiterates what he has been saying.  What new insight do we gain 
from Jesus’ explanation to Judas?  (v 23-24; cf 260, 1561, 2162; Rev 21:363; Ezk 37:26-2764; Zc 2:1065) 

 

 

4.4  How did the Holy Spirit help the first disciples? (v 26; 2:19-2266) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
60 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 
61 “If you love me, keep my commands.  
62 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. 
63 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 
64  I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I 
will put my sanctuary among them forever. 27 My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
65 “Shout and be glad, Daughter Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you,” declares the LORD.  
66 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build 
this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from 
the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 
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4.5 How is Jesus’ peace different from the peace that the world gives? (v 27; Num 6:2667; Ps 
29:1168; Is 9:6-769, 52:6-770; Hg 2:971; Rom 5:172,14:1773) 

 

 

4.6 Why should the disciples be assured? (v 27, 174)  

 

 

4.7 Why should the disciples be glad that Jesus is going to his Father? (v28; 17:575) 

 

 

4.8 How does Jesus reveal to the world his love for the Father? (v 31; 10:17-1876; Phil 2:10-1177) 

 

 

4.9 How do we reveal our love for Jesus? 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                             
67 the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace. 
68 The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD blesses his people with peace. 
69 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
70 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 
71 ‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’ says the LORD Almighty. ‘And in this place I will 
grant peace,’ declares the LORD Almighty.” 
72 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
73 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit 
74 Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 
75 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 
76 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 
own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 
77 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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Study 5: My Words 
John 15:1-8 
 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no 
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already 
clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can 
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.7 If you remain in me and my words remain in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

5.1 In the Old Testament, the vine is a common symbol for Israel (Ps 80:8-1178).  Why would 
Jesus call himself the “true” vine? (v 1; Ps 80:16-1779; Is 5:780; Je 2:2181, 12:1082)   

 

 

 

5.2 In what ways is God the Father the gardener? (v 1 -2; Ps 80:14-1583) 

 

 

 

5.3 What is the true mark of a Christian? (v 2; Mt 13:2384) 

 

 

 

5.4 What is the relationship between the branches and the vine? (v 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
78 You transplanted a vine from Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. 9 You cleared the ground for it, and it 
took root and filled the land. 10 The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches. 11 Its 
branches reached as far as the Sea, its shoots as far as the River. 
79 Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire; at your rebuke your people perish. 17 Let your hand rest on the man at 
your right hand, the son of man you have raised up for yourself. 
80 The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the nation of Israel, and the people of Judah are the vines he delighted in. And 
he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 
81 I had planted you like a choice vine of sound and reliable stock. How then did you turn against me into a 
corrupt, wild vine? 
82 Many shepherds will ruin my vineyard and trample down my field; they will turn my pleasant field into a desolate 
wasteland. 
83 Return to us, God Almighty! Look down from heaven and see! Watch over this vine, 15

 the root your right hand has 
planted, the son you have raised up for yourself. 
84 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who 
produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 
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5.5 How does Jesus interpret his own metaphor? (v 4, 14:2385) 

 

 

 

5.6 How do we remain in Jesus? (v 5-7, 10-1286, 14:187) 

 

 

 

5.7 What happens if we do not remain in Jesus? (v 5-6; Ezk 15:6-888) 

 

 

 

5.8 What does it mean to bear fruit? (v 2-8, 10-1286, 14:2789; Gal 5:22-2390) 

 

 

 

 

Note: Jesus and his revelation are virtually interchangeable, for he is the incarnate revelation. 
Conformity in one area ensures conformity in the other; a test in the observable area of obedience 
to Christ is a test of the unseen area of genuine spiritual vitality.  All this is equivalent to remaining in 
the vine; that is the union out of which fruit is produced.  To cast this in terms of prayer, such a truly 
obedient believer proves effective in prayer, since all he or she asks for conforms to the will of God. 

5.9  How does Jesus glorify his Father through believers? (v 8, 5:2391) 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                             
85 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and 
make our home with them.” 
86 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his 
love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: 
Love each other as I have loved you. 
87 Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.  
88 “Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: As I have given the wood of the vine among the trees of the forest 
as fuel for the fire, so will I treat the people living in Jerusalem. 7 I will set my face against them. Although they have 
come out of the fire, the fire will yet consume them. And when I set my face against them, you will know that I am 
the LORD.8 I will make the land desolate because they have been unfaithful, declares the Sovereign LORD.” 
89  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid. 
90 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law. 
91 that all may honour the Son just as they honour the Father. Whoever does not honour the Son does not honour the 
Father, who sent him. 
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Study 6: My Love 
John 15:9-16 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his 
love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My 
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 
that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my 
name the Father will give you. 

6.1 How much does Jesus love his disciples?  (v 9,3:3592, 5:20-2193;10:1794; 17:2495,2696) 

 

 

6.2 How are his disciples to remain in Jesus love? (v 10; 14:1597,2198)  

 

 

6.3 In what ways is the relationship between the Father and the Son the model for the 
relationship between Jesus and his disciples? (10; 4:3499; 5:19100; 6:38101; 8:29102, 55103; 12:27-28104; 
14:31105) 

 

 

                                                             
92 The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands.  
93 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than 
these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives 
life to whom he is pleased to give it. 
94 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again.  
95 Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given 
me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 
96  I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may 
be in them and that I myself may be in them.” 
97 If you love me, keep my commands.  
98  Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my 
Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them. 
99 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 
100 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he 
sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.  
101 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me.  
102 The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him. 
103 Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey 
his word. 
104 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I 

came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it 

again.” 
105 but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded 
me. 
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6.4 What accomplishment of the disciples would bring joy to Jesus? (9-11) 

 

 

6.5 What accomplishment would bring complete joy to the disciples? (9-11) 

 

 

6.6 What is Jesus’ command to his disciples by which they are to show their love for him? (v 12) 

 

 

6.7 How does Jesus show his great love for his disciples? (v 13) 

 

 

6.8 Servants are required to do what their master commands them to do and Jesus’ says that his 
disciples are his friends if they do what he commands.  What makes Jesus’ friends any different to 
slaves? (v 14-15; 14:26106; 16:12-15107) 

 

 

 

6.9 To what mission are the disciples called? (v 16; Acts 13:47108; Is 49:6109 ; 1 Tim 1:12110) 

  

 

 

                                                             
106 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind 
you of everything I have said to you. 
107 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will 
guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is 
yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that 
belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.” 
108  For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 
salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 
109 he says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of 
Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 
110 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me trustworthy, appointing me to his 
service. 


