
Jesus our Joshua  (8) 
 
 
All for Worship.  Joshua 6: 1-11 
 
The Lord said, “See I have handed Jericho over to you”. (v 2). 
“When they saw him (Jesus) they worshiped him.” (Mark 18-17) 
 
God had judged the Israelites for their disobedience and ingratitude after the Exodus 
from Egypt. The next generation had celebrated a fresh start. The corruption of the 
early tribes in Canaan and iniquity of the Amorites however had reached a peak. 
(Gen. 15:16, Deut. 9:5, 18:12).  
 
The crossing of the Jordon had taken place and Jericho was the key to Southern 
Canaan. It was about 6 miles from where the crossing had taken place. Gilgal, 
Joshua’s headquarters was about halfway between the Jordan and Jericho. Jericho 
itself was a small old imposing inner fortress city that enclosed about 7 acres and had 
around 1,500 inhabitants. Archaeology has established that the city was surrounded 
by double walls 15 ft apart and about 30 ft high. From their city walls the terrified 
citizens were now overlooking thousands of ‘wilderness people’ whose all-powerful 
God had parted the river Jordan. It was the captain of the Lord’s army who was now 
giving instructions. No battering rams were prepared but the Ark of God had to be 
carried by the priests.  
 
It was a silent procession apart from the sound of men marching and the trumpets 
blasted day after day. It was a worship procession around the great wall that declared 
the Israelites loyalty to God alone. It also declared that anyone refusing to worship the 
true God would perish. 
 
In worship today we gather around God’s Word and it is the Word that addresses us. 
It is the Word that cuts to the real marrow of our existence. In it God is active, 
penetrating, confronting us with either salvation or judgement (Heb 4:12-13) Similar 
to the marching of Israel our worship shows that God has made us his own and in our 
worship procession we want to declare that God has already conquered us. He has 
made us his own. The attitude and expectation we bring to worship then is of key 
importance. 
 
Israel was doing God’s work in God’s way regardless of how different, even 
humiliating the strange manoeuvring, the war of nerves and marching must have 
seemed. (1 Cor. 1:25). We know the outer wall was 6ft wide and the inner wall was 
12ft wide. On the seventh day of marching the great wall split, crumbled and the Lord 
made Jericho his own. There was judgement, no one was spared. Yet there was mercy 
mingled with judgement. Rahab and her family who had helped Joshua’s spies was 
spared. 



There is a contrast here Jericho’s destruction is a permanent reminder of God’s 
abhorrence of idolatry and its vices while faith and worship are honoured. In worship 
we still gather in the presence of the same God who rescued his people from Egypt, 
marched around Jericho’s walls, and defeated the power of death on the cross. In 
worship then God is present to renew us; --- our praise and prayer exalts the God who 
is on his way to reclaim a world and people who have gone astray. And at the last 
trumpet, when Christ returns, every knee in every city and place will bow, to the glory 
of God. (Rev. 21:6-7) 
 
This fall of Jericho at the outset of the Canaanite invasion would magnify God’s 
power and heighten faith. (Psalm 21:13). The ark drew attention, honoured God’s 
presence and inspired worship. Joshua did not devise a battle plan. His commander 
promised the divine supernatural destruction of Jericho as a sign of the capture of all 
Canaan (v2). This was a sheer test of faith, obedience and patience. (Heb. 11:30) By 
faith, not by force the walls of Jericho fell. Some have explained the fall of Jericho’s 
walls scientifically through the vibrations of the rams-horn trumpets band shouting. 
The miraculous occurrence remains. Archaeology tells us that the outer wall fell 
outwards down a slope dragging the inner wall with it.(“What the Bible is all About”, 
H.C. Mears 1966. p88). Nothing could withstand the Ark of the Lord, not even the 
double walls of Jericho. 
 Today the Church is still called to walk by faith, not by sight and with boldness we 
can pray that the Lord will break down walls of resistance—and that in praise, prayer 
and worship God’s enemies will be scattered. 
 
Discuss together. 
 
(1) The strongest and highest walls cannot hold out against Omnipotence: They did 
not need to fight and therefore needed not to fear, because God fought for them. 
(Deut. 20: 2-4).What does Jesus death and resurrection signify for you? 
 
(2) The people were commanded to be silent (v10) that they may hear the sound of the 
trumpets which they were to recognise as the voice of God. (Zech 2:12-13).  
Discuss: “As promised, deliverance must be expected in God’s way and it must be 
expected in his time.” 
 
(3) The trumpets were a sign to the people that they should remember God in the day 
of battle. (Num. 19:9) God sounds the trumpet of the Gospel today which proclaims 
liberty and victory to encourage us as followers of Jesus Christ engaged in spiritual 
warfare. What does this say about the significance of our worship? 
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