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Foreword

TheFather, the Son and the Holy Spirit: that is the name of the God
whom Christians worship arahly from whom all salvation comes.

TheUniting Churcld Basisof Uniondeclares it. It holdghe two ancient
creedsaboutGodtheAp o st | taeN@enaasd@a ut hor i t adi ve
t hdedcléare and guard the right wunder

Salvationisof Jesus Chridtwh o acqui t s t he gqgui |t
dead and who brings 1 nt o [Thiskatvatisntofa t
Father, Son and Holy Spirit foments life.

To have ths salvationtheBasis of Uniord | ay s u p othe me mb e
0 s e rdutyal reading the scripturésSalvationis knownthroughthe Word
of Godin Scripture. In reading scripture we ay@éidedb y G dVdrad thawe
may beobediento him. In reading scripture we amourishedand regulatedso
thatopening our minds and lives with the expdotabf hearing s word, we
havejoy in our soulandfind light to our pathJesus, Son of God, is our friend
indeed.

Lent, precedingeasterjs a seasonf repentance and reflectioHere we
study the coming of God in the man Jesus: the crucifixion reveals what
salvation has comand the Easter resurtem gives hope eternalithin us.

Learning fromthe Reformed tradition qfrivatescripturereadingin the
morningandscripturetogether infamily prayerin the eveningand learning
fromWes|l eyds encouragement t thisboekletd hi
presents daily detionals. Members from congregations across Austodiex
their reflections on selected passages follobseg@rayer. h reading scripture
with our hearts open tobediencdo Christwe draw near to hirm prayer
Salvation is ours, now and always.

In addition,four weekends includéeologicalreflections from the Rev.

Dr. Hedley Fihaki of Mooloolaba Uniting Church.

Hereis theology where it ought to ben the middle of devotionsand

doing what it ought to degive answer to the faith and hope that is within us.



Wednesday 18 February

Lent is a Journey

nCome, foll owMark1:1d Jesus sai d.

Her e 6 s # pandemas welbégin our journey through the season of Lent:

A Beaking to the issue of thinking that we are the centre of reality and
that only that which we can measure, analyse etc, is all that there is:
AMust we be s0 geocewenotseethatiis our
only from our point of view that this life looks like the whole? Could
we not for a moment forget to be
believe that our dreams, our longings, our intuitions, which can never
be satisfied in this lifeare not vapours of wishful thinking, but quietly
insistentremindere f o ur t r uJd Plllps DAYBY DAY

There is something deep within us that is only met in the birth, life, death
and resurrection of Jesusam drawn to theologianKarld8r t hds | ang
where he speaks of Jesus as the Answer who meets our questions; and furthe
that the Answer has already been spoken, even before we frampgestions.

The season of Lent is a journey, a journey in which we behold the
Answer , Godds Answer for the worl d.
longer need to suppress our questions, rather, they can be uttered. Our
guestions about what happens after death ateénntiee resurrection of Christ.

Our guestions about guilt are met in the cross.
Our questions about the meaning of life are met
in this Jesus.

Begin the journey.

As | pause on the first day of this Lenten

Jvf journey, may | behold afresh the Answer to
even my deepest questions, longings, dreams,
and intuitions. Amen

Rev. Dr. lan Hickingbotham, North RingwoodJC, Victoria



Thursday 19" February

And Jesus, full of thidoly Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the
Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate
nothing during those days. And when they were ended he was hungry

Luke 4 v. 12

Jesu6 public badpnRveswas i n
“'! G o dim@imaturupon him. He was no longer

justiithesonol o seph, t heetson
7/(/0 v 7

The authoritative voice from heaven, declared:
) e

You are my Son, whom | love; with whom |
am well pleased

But now, filled with the Holy Spirit he is
led into the wilderness for 40 days of
temptation (testing) by the devil. It was a time
of intense spiritual warfarea time of fasting and setfenial as he set some
parameters for his earthly ministry.

As the encounter develops (V.138) we see Jesuaccessively rejecting
temptations : to indulge his physical neédrsan shall not live by bread alone
for unlimited political powei worshp the Lord and serve him alon¢o be a
popular miracle workeir do not put the Lord your God to the test

Two millennia latewe also face these temptations: the phystbal
political and the popular. (Think about what each of these might be for your
life.) Without prayer, the power of the Holy Spirit and a robust knowledge of
the Scriptures we are vulnerable.

The season of Lent is a period when we are mindful of the temptations of
Jesus: we can be certain that weudibface periods of testingiVe should put
on the whole armour of God so that
victory!

It is 8 am on Ash Watksday at &usy New York subway statioihe
lift doors open and the crowds gush fartehop assistants, executives, factory
workers, men and women, black, Hispanic and white. An elderly priest with
the sign of the cross on his forehead stands to orersdllittle alcove,
holding a small bowl of ashes. As a supplicant approaches, he makes the sign
of the cross on their forleead and intones the eternal world)R e me mb e r
you are dust and to dust you shall return. Repent and believe the Gogpel

Lord, we too are led out into the wilderness of the world. Grant us the grace,
through Christ our Lord to overcome. AMEN.
C. Malcolm Macmillan, Whittlesea UG Victoria



Friday 20" February

The devi l said to him, Al f you are
become breado. And Jesus answered h

OMan s hal /Lukemot [ 1
Al f you ar e Théadevil Gunted imvierse@oGh@thing Jesus

didndédt have was an i dentity <c¢crisis,
the temptation scale for Jesus.
) * However the point about the bread!
Jesus had been out in the desert for 40 days
w7 beingtempteh y t he devil,

all that time and was
must have been literally getting sick and
' tired of it all by now! Without doing any
ayp  research on the 40 days with no food factor,
,',_j’it he Ahunger o must hav
body muscle and brain shutdown by then!
Jesus just came straight Dback at th

not | ive by bread al oneo.
There i s a common saying amongst
good time not a | oexgusettabemedkless, bnd thnwolves a

extreme behaviour without any regard for even the near future, just as long as
you are having fun!

Jesus was the opposite of this! He was definitely not here for a good
time!! He was 100% focused on his mission teesas! The temptation of the
devil in the wilderness was an important part of the suffering Jesus had to go
t hroughe. . for wus! Al ways dAfor usbo.

Of course Jesus ficould haveo turr
wheat, hot and crusty out of the oven, ammae loaf of bread. His starving
human body would have been O6scr eami

Jesus had no intention of Acheating
endure his Afully humano exi stence,
All for us!

AnJesus was full of the Holy Spiri

Holy Spirit that Jesus sent to us! Also part of his Grand Plan!
Wow! What a Saviour!

Karen Heinrich, Coonalpyn Uniting ChurchSouth
Australia



Saturday 21" February

AAnNnd the devil took him up and show
moment of timeé And Jesus answered
the |l ord your God, anldkei5n8 onl y sha

Magnificentglory and power were offered to
Jesus by Satan who has power and splendour at his
disposal as the ruler and Prince of this worehr(

14:30 The Amplified version describes Satan as the
Prince anckvil genius ruler of the world.

Many of us inwhatwe a | | the nDe
Worl do are vulnerabl e ar
to the reality of spiritual warfare but from the
outset Jesus was confronted with the powers of
darkness. This was not some sort of adolescent
identity crisis. he tempter was real andeth
temptation wa a real offer not an imaginary fantasy. Even at the point of his
arrest Jesus was aware that he could call on 10,000 angels. Beingvéthone
and knowing the Father he could have confronted his opponent. Every day in
the home, at work awherever we are it is normal for us to face all sorts of
temptations.

There are two key insights here. The first is to know your enemy, to
identify the source of the thought or temptation. The second is to realise that
the one behind it is much strongbkan you. The creed reminds us that Jesus
Ndescended into hell and rose on th
us that the principalities and powers ranged against us were dis@anreed,
Heb214We dondot | ust wi t nngisthe Hastar eventgbuin a r
as those who enjoy the reign of King Jesus are more than conquerors. In
the words of Luther s hy mihomwe wored i
swi ftl y fvathihtention nesistSat&an Jesus name.

Prayer:Lord, Jesus said, Satan had no power over Him, so having received
him and the power that makes us children of God we boldly claim the victory
of the cross over all that Satan throws at us. Amen

Rev Ted Curnow, LangwarrinVictoria



Theological Reflection
TheWay of the Coss

ACIFUOKSNE TFT2NEHAOS (GKSYX ¥FT2NJ KSeé R;:
(Luke 23: 34).

We have here made visible to the eyes of faith a special insight
revelation, into the very life and being of our Triune God. Jesus, the

Son of God (the $end Person of the Trinity), intimately addresses his
CIGKSNI 6A0K (KS NBI|jdzSa0s acCl 0dKSNE

The Good News of the gospel, the message of Easter, is that God the
Father hears the prayers of his dear Son, despite Jesus feeling

WT 2 NR I | Sr¢58 an?l §6rgive&tBe sids of the world (John 3: 16).

.dzii FT2NBAOGSYySaa oAttt y204 0S R2YyS
without the cross, without the body and blood of Jesus Christ.

C2NJ D2R (2 KIS FT2NHAQOSY o6& WwYO2YLJ
& O ik Would have been left unpunished and thus be shown to be
like Godcdzy RSNJ 20f A3JliAazy (G2 y2 2yS¢o

It is why immediately after Jesus was baptised, Satan, in the desert,
tries hard to tempt Jesus away from this path. Each of the temptations
in their own way poses for Jesus the question of the necessity of the
way of the cross.

In Matthew 16: 21 Jesureminds his disciples of this particular road
that he must travel, th&/ia Dolorosabut they wanted nothing of it.
GbSOSNE [ 2NRH tSGSNJ alAR® ¢KAa &aKI

2 fazys Do ! aiddRRe Ay {dGo !''yasStyQa aziSNA2ft gobgy, VolyaR Y | NI
issue 04, 1989, p.49312.



NBEaLR2yRa> tA1S Ay RSaSNIzZ aDSO oSt
bloO] G2 YSXé O6DPHOUO D

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus feels the responsibility and the

pain about to be placed upon him, hence, why he asks his Father to
GaGlF1S GKA&a OdzZLd g1 & FTNRY YSEEo . dzi
will for the salvation of thevorld, Jesus in freedom and in love
NBaLR2yRa aeSiuz y204 Yeé gAftftX odzi @&:

As we begin our journey in Lent, the temptation to bypass the way of

Cross continues to be great. It is the temptation, as Bonhoeffer puts it,

02 2FSHIAMIMNIKOSQP ! [/ KAdzZNOK GKIF O 27FF
0KIF G 27F7FS NR-updorits 8rfé,3dr whictOisibiydNdo

remorse and from which it has even less desire to be set free. Cheap

AN} OS A&z (KdzaX RSYAIf 2 fatbrPoRQa f 7
iKS 62NR 2F D2R£O®

Prayer.Thankyou Father for sending us your dear Son. Thaaki

WS&adza F2NJ e2dzNJ 20 SRASYOS G2 R2 &2«
that we might find life in you. Amen.

Rev. Dr. Hedley Fihaki, Mooloolaba UC, Queensland

% Bonhoeffer, D. (2003). Discipleship. (Vol. 4, p. 43). Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press.
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Sunday 2" February

Alf we confess our sin He is faithful and just to forgive us our sin and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 Johnl1:9

It can be said that the motspiritual health of every person largely depends on
experiencing what it means to be forgiven. The babe of Bethlehem was namec
Jesus because he would save his people from their sins. Our text reminds us
that God is faithful agh just to forgive us, but many people lack assurance
because there is something within that insists that total forgiveness is just too
good to be true.

. Many picture God as a master accountant.
1 When we fail God puts a mark on our page.

" When we confess, Heibs the record from

the book. A continuing forgiveness then

' requires a continuing confession. The BBC

N film on the life of Martin Luther depicted

§ Luther spread eagle drenched in perspiration
with other priests helping him to scan his

subconscious for unodessed sin. It was an agonising process. He was late for

a meal. He failed to shut the gate. Often our acts of worship imply that

forgiveness comes by instalments.

The New Testament calls people to repent and beliexehere does it

explicitly call us b go on confessing. | suggest our text calls on us to initially
own up to our sinful condition. In that act of repentance and confession we are
forgiven. There is nothing cheap or superficial about this. All that is that is
wrong and seHfocused about oyrast, present and future has been judged and
dealt with forever, once and for all in that unique and horrific death of Jesus. (1
Peter 2:24) This means we no longer confess to be forgiven but in order to
agree that we have already been forgiven.

Set freein Christ we are compelled to sing with WesI®ly chains fell off, my
heart, was free, | rose, went forth and followed thee.

Prayer:Thank you Lord that in your love and justice Christ has known the
darkness and judgement that my sin deserves. Thankthati he has borne
my grief and carried my sorrow, destroying its power over me for ever
enabling me to live in the reality of sins forgiven. Amen.

Rev Ted Curnow, Langwarrin Victoria
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Monday 23" February

Hi Ho, HilHb,06 s Of f To W

And | am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ Philippians 1:6

We were created to work! The Creation narrative of Genesis 2 sees the mal
who God created amglaced ina garden,fowor k it and(viSp ke
and to enjoy the fruits of his labours (v 16). Work was meant to be a fulfilling and
satisfying gift from God.

| t was not | ong however before t he
work was tanished by human sinfulness. In Genesis 3, rebellion against God left
humanity in a situation where work became a burden. The delight of working the
soil became painful labour, where thorns and thistles abounded to frustrate the
farmer. Work became akin tocurse. Nevertheless, there is in us a desire to do
productive work! We need a solution

In the season of Lent we take time to reflect during our normal work routine
on God o0 s-create asfor good work. Jesus came and ligaetbtthe
Fatherdos work: the work of the Kingd
of tired, sinscarred, worrout workers. Jesus sailCome to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and | will give you récdke my yoke upon you and learn
from mefor | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
S 0 U lMathewa1:28,2&0r Jesus, doing the Father
OMy food is to do the wi |l orko Gohnh3s m wh

Yet even for our Lord work was painful and filled with grief. The work
Jesus had to do was to drink a cup of suffering, to carry a cross. His work led hin
to his death. Jesus died that we might be dead to a sinfully burdened work, and
made alivetoanewavr k. God has begun a new wo
resurrection: a new work of grace in the forgiveness of sins, a new heart to pleas
God, and new works for us to do. Paul wréie:or we ar e Godos
created in Christ Jesus to dwodworks which God prepared in advance for us
t o &Epmhesians 2:10

Work no longer need be a drudgery, a labour, and painful way to get
through the week. Our work can become a means to joyfully glorify {&sal:
whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, dallifor theglory of God &
Cor. 10:31 For God, who began this work in us, will enable us to keep on
working, and to complete the work He has prepared for us.

lan WeeksPastor of Belrose Uniting Church & Convenor of ACC NSW
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Tuesday 24" February

But we with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the
Lord the Spirit. 2 Cor. 3:18

She had it all! The daughtef a prominent Adelaide docton her early
40s, she was a lecturer in TAFE, married to a wealthy business tycoon, and ha
three | ovely children, and an acre
some would say. What more could anyone want? Shémaght to me by her
father, following a colonoscopy for bleeding which had revealed multiple
tumours of the colon, two of which were malignant. There was only one
treatment appropriateremoval of the whole large bowel, and a permanent
ileal stoma. Sheoped with the operation and the result. In due time she
developed liver secondaries. The operation had apparently been too late for
cure. She faced the prospect of chemotherapy, and eventual death from liver
failure! Her husband left her. In the midsthar affliction, | continued to see

< , her and treat hérand | saw a miracle! Christ
y .,p"w Qmﬁ R came to her, and she accepted His Lordship.
e %@Ohne* A
A TN e N (She couldnot tell me
S She rejoiced in her new Life. She read
voraciously, and fAgrew
continuirg fellowship, although the medical
Atherapyo stopped!
One day | noticed she was jaundiced, yet the
guestion slipped out i
AWonderful 6, she said, AEvery day i

We kept meeting, sharing, praying, till the day she diedlermbspice.

She had been totally at peace, and in great joy! | believe | had been
seeing the Master Clinician transforming her into His image! | was left with a
guestion that | wil/l pass on to you
Father, we think we knw what 5 good and what is bad, but our
understanding is mostly limited as our scale of reference. Ware so
grateful that our | ives ar ewhicmisyour
best for us in regard to what is finally good. We thank you that ytmve is
strong and allencompassing, and is the only thing in which we can
ultimately trust. So wertist you to do what you need ti in order to
transform us into the image of the glory of Christ. Amen.

Dr. Neil McIntosh,Coromandel ValleyUC, South Australia
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Wednesday 28' February
The Power of One

orhe glory that you have given me | have given to them, that they may be one
even as we ar e o nranly:?22

In July 1991, as a new minister in my first parish, | was invited to attend the
InternationalCongress on World Evangelism, held in Brighton, England. As a
youngi sh husband and father whodod ne
Parish ministry, it was overwhelming to receive an invitation to such an event.
Then an amazing work of God through Ideople saw some $9000 raised in just
six weeks to fund the tripincluding the sale of a wrecked car! It saw my wife
Judith and me standing in Piccadilly Circus early one morning, just off the plane
and tearfully saying, n@mdh,e tthaskoYo

The theme of that Congress was taken from John 42Z32&nd the global
unity of the church was the key focuéi ét hat t hey mi ght be
we are one. o

To worship and mix with 4500 delegates from Roman Catholic, Anglican,
Protestanand Pentecostal streams, to listen to keynote speakers from many
nations, to receive Holy Communion from both black Lutheran and white
Anglican bishops and to be led in times of praise using alfmguage song book,
(AVer se two, Ger maistty-ohanging fowrayswife andfnme. a n

The profound influence that has remained with me for over 20 years is that
the unity of and in the Spirite the
the bond of Grace and the Criveswitt and
His indelible Spirit are all far more important than any theological label, any
Obrandingd or any styles or denomina
to be one with Christ; one with each other.

The Congress in 1991 exposed me forfitst time to the global church and
the Gl ory of God t ha tness. dtliftecenw eyed abave i n
the parishé above the denominati on,
saw one Bodyé one CHanggtinhpse, baullsdwet.iThe j u s
glory of God- the truth, the factis that the Cross makes us one church, and we
should grasp that with uplifted hand
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spir

Inthatunite i n t hme s Oéhteher e i s Power; po
revive the church but power that can and will renew the whole creation. |
encourage you to look to the One who faced the Cross for us, the One who rose,
that life in Him is possible.

And we will beone with Him.
Rev.Rob Tann Kangaroo Island UC, South Australia
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Thursday 26" February

Glory Be!

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed intdhe same image from one degree of glory to another. For
this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 2 Cor. 3:18

The song they were singing repeate
again. Adding to the hypnotic effect of repetition, strobe lighting swept
across the swaying throng of worshippéefsr some singershe focus really
was on the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, and there was a real sense of his
people glorying in him together.
makes me f eel goodo; a bit | 1 ke tF
soccer team imy home state which calls itself by this name.

Intelligent worship is often in short supply. Behind the emotion of the
moment there may be no genuine int
his love in my dealings with others. Yet true worshipinees both levels of
response. And this can only be so if we are properly aware of who it is we
are worshipping. For that we need to be vaeljuainted with what he has
revealed to us through the Scriptures.

|l n them Godds gl or ywa ss aenvled s wesd lia
plan for a redeemed New Creation. Astoundingly, he actually intends to
work through us who believe, to bring it about. If we grasp this fully, and if
we humbly open ourselves to the wc
will begin to reflect his glory, like a mirror reflecting the light.

We will be progressively transformédi c hanged from gl or
i n heaven wieass eWe shliesy 6fsa cheyomn put s
neighbours will be more aware tharh changing than | am, because |
wonot be | ooking at myself; | wil/
less of me and more of Jesus.

Prayer: Forgive me Lord for worshipping me. Spirit of God, keep
changing me from a sel§eeking person to desusmirroring person, so

that, in my service to others, they will progressively see more of God in his
glory. Amen

Emeritus Professor Brian Hill, Billabong UC, Canningvale, Perth, Western
Australia
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Friday 27" March

Al appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal
of yourmind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and accept Romdne1222and perfect. o
Romans 12:2 isne of my
Do Not Be Conformed To This World, But Be favourite preaching texts. To know
TNg?@RW@ what is the good, and acceptable and
metamorphousthe (Greek] perfect will of God, surely that is
y something truly wonderf@l This
| requires us nao be conformed to this
. world, but to be transformed by the
*renewing of our mir
i a lot of evidence for this amongst
Sy Christians in Australia, or anywhere in
SN the English speaking countriestbe

The Greek verbpnetanoeane ans | i terally, o1 «cft
Undoubtedly, that is what is in mind in thierse, but do you know whattise
usual translation of this verb? It
many year snagd.t d dloniott agmtunawitb | f
Godos wid, yoydo.tMoreaver, pre needs to view this verse in its
context, which in particular means
says, Ato present yiauwr, bhodiyes aasc eg |

This, he says, is both a reasonable act of service, and a spiritual act of worshi
for the Greek carand here does, mean both things.

But what does this mean? To me, it means, if | have to choose between
what | want to do iad something God may be calling me to do, then | must
seriously consider my motivation. Do | want to please God? Am | willing to
serve him? If | am prepared to do this, no holds barred, then the choice at the
end of the day becomes clear. Not necessahigtwthought God was calling
me to, but whatever hs calling me to do, | will put nothing of my own desires
i n I ts way. | tds that simple, yet w
Prayer:Lord, you heard what | said. My selfish, sinful heart geth@away.

Help me to nail it to the cross, and repent so that | may indeed be transformed
by the renewing of my mind, and know what is you good and acceptable and
perfect will. Barrie Robinson, Launceston, Tasmania
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Saturday 28" March

The CouragenfiBitGry

If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be fe&salm 130:31

|t takes courage to cry for help.
alone. Courage to acknowledganerability and despair. Courage to face
potential ridicule from those who may mock me for being weak. Courage to
face the frightening possibility that no one is there to help me.

With all these risks, the Psalmist takes the courageous step of cuying o
to God for help. In doing so he faces Yreatest risk of all: that the holy and
righteous God would turn away from an unholy and unrighteous rebel. Out of
the depths of despair, the Psalmist cried]yvpleading with God not only to
hear his cry (v2), but to answer the yearnings of his heart for forgiveness and
redemption (v8).

He recogniss his sinfulness, and indeed the sinfulness of us all. After all,
who could stand before God? If God chose to count our sins against us, we
couldnotstand. @@ Psal mi st sees Godds grace
morecleaty seenin the New TestamenfiBut with you there is forgiveness
. . (v. 9) He holds out the possibility that we CAN come into the presence of
God, that God WILL indeed hear our cries.Hesst s i n Godos p
count our sins against.

I n the faithfulness of GW%.dHéloldsvor c
fast to the promises of God, knowing God to be a faithful keeper of
Covenantsiilsrael, put your hope in thieorRD, for with theLORD is unfailing
| ove and wit h hi(w/).His cofiragéols cny is coapheg t i
with a settled conviction that God is trustworthy; that God is merciful; that
God will hear his courageousycand forgive and redeem (v 8).

During Lent we reflect on the depths of our sinful depravity, not so that
we may flog ourselves in penitential grief. But that we might again cast
ourselves onto the gracious and merciful nature of God, grabbing hold again
of His wonderful promise of forgeness through the death of His Son the
Lord Jesus on the cross for us. We are invited to make the courageous cry of
faith, and know with certainty that God is not only there, but He will hear our
cry, will forgive our sins, and rescue us from the deptigh this God there is
a forgiveness that we can embrace that will result in an overwhelming desire
to fearhonourworship-glorify Him.
lan WeeksPastor of Belrose Uniting Church, Sydney, NSW
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Sunday T March
Kegming to God

Let us therefore drawear with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and may find grace to help in timeeedHeh 4:16 NAS

This is one of the great Christian promises. Humans love
having special passes; gold passdsatever, to gain

discreet and pvileged access into the inner sanctum of a
great sporting arena or into the deluxe airport lounge or elite
club.

Here isan open invitationtocame i nt o t he <cr
presence: he will judge those who come but he will judge
with mercy. He invites us taome and to receive mercy.
Thais the first thing. Once charged with heinous crimes
against his majesty, nowshpresencesiall mercy. Not only so, but weing into his
presence any and every mundane auitnatic need that threatens our peace and
well-being.

Wait there's morecome boldly! Not cringingly, timidlyhalf expecting to get
incinerated fo such impertinece! Boldly. The word means with a 'moist mouth'. No
dry mouth of fear or one anxious thought. The confidence a child has to leap onto
the lap of its beloved father.

Oh! if only all Australians understood this.
Peace would emerge and reign in our hearts.
Psychiatrists would be lining up at Centrelink
and Australia's budget deficit would be
remedied overnight. Such social and economic
beneits flowing from souls at peace with God.

And ndice; needs still exist for thoseho walk
in this chib-like faith. And they always wilhave needsven into eternity. Buwe
know whom to come to; the Father of everlasting justice and love.

Dear Father,| will honour the blood sacrifice of your beloved Son enabling me to
come into your presence, to be known of you and to know you in answering all my
needs, which you have allowed me to experience.

Rev lan Clarkson, Hope Network, South Australia
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Monday 2" March

For God so loved the world

that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through. im 3:1617

Have you ever had a police officer knock on your door? Sometimes they
knock on peopleds doors because son
Sometimes it is to bring bad news of the death of someoneAtehyet again
sometimes itodos to teldl people that
In that instance they have come to help save people not to stand in judgment
over anyone.

Jesus one day is coming back to this world as jugigewhen he cae to
earth as a l|little baby born in Beth
to judge us. He came to save us. Po
their senior officers. Jesus Christ was sent to us by His Father, the Creator of
the Univerg. He was sent to earth because God lovewdiniel, and everyone
in it.

Il n this time of Lent we are rememb
sent him to this earth to die upon a cross. This was to pay the punishment for
all the wrong that is in us drfor all the wrong we have done. He did this in
love for all peopleGod gives this gift of Christ to all who would receive him,
to all who would believén His name so that they céine forever.

Before Christods retur n,canweceiva thisgifs t i
of being saved. When Jesus returns it will be too late for people to decide. The
time ofjudgement will have come. Babw is the time for us to share the good
news of salvation through Jesus Christ with people fromyevation, trbe and
languageAs God sent His Son, now Christ sends us. Let us share, so that all
might have an opportunity to be saved eternally. How can they hear if no one
tells them?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you that you love this world and every

single person in it, no ratter what country we are froniThank you that you
didndét give up on us when we went a
sent your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ as atgif love, so that all who would
believe n Him might have life foreverEmpower us to share the good news

with othe's so they too mightbesavddn Jesus 6 name we p

Rev. Anne Hibbard, Liverpool Uniting ChurchN.S.W
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Tuesday 3 March

~

Al tell you, her si n®forsheHoved mucla Biee ma
who i s forgiven |ittl e,Ludke@47es | i

Simon, a religious man, invited Jesus to his house to dine. Simon was
welcoming enough then, batso arrogant enough to ignore the usual
courtesies not to question his gues
who nhad | ived a s37ndrneduptoithé dinndgrandt h a
anointed Jesuso6 feet wi trhltisonbtleasytd e s u
know whether she had found peace prior to this event or after but in contrast tc
Simon she was a broken woman who had lived in shame.

The conversion experiencesTimothy andof Paulare alsanarked by a
contrast. One was nurturedftith within the church, the other was
transformed while persecuting the church. Although those who have
experienced a dramatic conversion are often more conscious of what has
occurred and more passionate in their love for Christ, we cannot conclude that
Paul wasforgiven more and as a result Heved morethan Timothy did. We
can conclude however that the enorn
IS seen in the darkness and tragedy of Jesus death.

Jesus was able to forgive the woman who had livethame by
anticipating and knowing that in the cross that was before him he would pay
the price. The fact is that regardless of our faith joumeyave all been
forgiven much.

The fact that we have been forgiven at such great cost leaves us with no
alternative but to love and givaurselves in return.

Perhaps you-parsoaoin@hdrgbu have 1
sordid past so you struggle with motivation when it comes to serving others or
your love for Christ has grown thin. In the words of IsS@#atts, regardless of
our background, we would all do well this Easter to again survey the wondrous
cross, to pour contempt on all our pride and to see love and sorrow mingle as
the Prince of Glory lays down his life for us.

Prayer:Father thank you for he peace of sin forgiven. Thank you for taking

the sin, suppressed shame and brokenness of my life. Thank you for your
words, AYour sins are forgiven, 0 an
that your love reaches out to me. All honour and glory be tayprecious

name. Amen.

Rev Ted Curnow, Langwarrin Victoria
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Wednesday 4' March

"Godly sorrow brings repentance t ha:
but worl dly sorrow bri ngeridehaths "

|t 1 s a great
t hin to see a

The difference between worldly J P
A i tears of repent a

SOTTYOW ald 9o I.-jsorro...s as they pour out
Worldly sorrow .Godly SOrrow because their si

_ been exposed bef
Feeling bad Palr\ful for a season Go d | n t hat mo m

Comes with being caught Brings repentance B0 :
Guilt Conviction of sin recel ve coO po m ot

Mental distress Confession as He reminds th
Attempts to cover up Leads to Jesus and the forgiveness that

Punishment of self ke Th '

: r | n h

Brings death and eternal E s il € eh : Sh ab ot
separatian fram God peace with God tears whi C ! rin
Leaves no regret comfort. It is '

remor se and sadn
has been caught out. We often esemadd
by stars who have been found out. Th
been exposed, but this I s not repent
has been tarnished and the ego is snm
Therneo ihsope of forgiveness o0or joOoy | u¢

before the next crisis.

True repentance flows from the Fat

Spirit brings His firm and sure conyv
they tsekere is no hope for them on th
firm and wonder f ul conviction that t
convicts us of our sin and thensicnonyv
Christ. Sphei Hotgars wus down from our
alive in Christ. He | ovingly applie
very | ives.

Prayekat her thank you for the gift o
sinfulnessi bgtusoitnlt@e guilt and sh
t hought s Thank you that vyou have d
keep reminding us of all that you ha
ourselves crucified wivkebtyygpou I Mhat.
to try to save ourselves through our
Rev. Derek Schiller, St. George Uniting Church, Queensland
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Thursday 5" March

Humility through the Lord of all

6é But | am among lkelR2:2Z/'s one who serves.
What actually wenbeforet he o6but é in Luke 22:277? T
on the importance of the words after it.
| n introducing JesubBe Dehpndsi ggswas 6

him all things were madeéd and Paul I n F
him all things were created: things in
the Christ) Scrirmptthiy eé stag sr, e diegfiowe agleo o
created all thingséeo (Revelation 4:11).

There are times when it is helpful to look at the
differing roles of the three persons of the Trinity and
times when it is essential to focus on their unity. The
time leading to the Cross requires that we see both.
There are implications for us personally for, in Genesis
chapter 1 Gaondke manymirimagel(@&en

1:26) . We are meant to be:
holy, upright character, whether we be enat femalé
It makes no difference. J

revel ation of Himself and |
part after Obutd has an ap|]
created by him and for him (Col 1:16) so, to honour

Christ we are to bessvants of His creation. As well as

being called to be servants of our fellow humans we are

to serve our fellow creatures too.

At this time of Lent, as we see what
let us look in the world around us fitre relevance of the scriptures as to whataans to
serve creatures and ecosystemnd the entire biosphevéhich have a time scale of
millions, if not billions of years in the making and are dear to the Lord who created them.
God so loved thevorld (or cosmos) the he gave his one and only Son. Creatures with an
evolutionary history millions of years in the making are being crowded off the Earth by
the one species able to save them.

| f we are Ol ords of the earedftopraydontde i f
humility of Jesus to enable us to walk with Him as He faced the Cross to reconcile the
world and all life in it to Himself.

Prayer: Loving Father, help us by the power of your Holy Spirit to learn humility from
Jesus; to treasure allfe on Earth as worthy of respect as His creation and tender
possession; to be a blessing to it and pledge to preserve it to the best of our
understanding. May we thereby glorify You and enjoy You and your Creation forever,
Amen,

Nola Stewart - Castlecr@ Uniting Church, N.S.W. (nola, a former

Presbyterian deaconess, is a member of the ACC and convener of the Caring for the Creation Working Group
(CCWG)]
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Friday 6" March

Jesus said, 'Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies it remains
alone; but if it dies it bears much fruit'. John 12:24

Sowing seeds by dropping them into the soil might appear like throwing them
away. But seeds are for sowingimg part of the created worldey can, as
Jesus said, teach us about the spiritual world and his life in it.

Three things about growing seeds:

* Like from likeOnesows wheat and wheat appears. That is the inbuilt law of
creation that ensures its stability and continuity. So the eternal life that is
inherent in Christ's person produces eternal life in the believer and other fruits
of love, joy and peace.

* Much fram little In the created
world it is the function of the seed
by its death to create many new
seeds. In Chst the seed of his
eternal lifethat was sown in his
death and became apparent in his
resurrection, becomes the source of
life for others.

* Life from deathThe requirement

for the creation of new seed is that
the old seed must die. So it was with Christ; he gave up his human life that
humans might be given eterndkliThey in turn are encouraged to 'die’ (give
up their life) in the service of theosld that others might accept the eternal life
that Christ offers.

Prayer: Lord, as you have planted the seed of eternal life in our hearts, so
may it bring forth fruit to your glory .

Ross Macmillan d Hurstbridge Uniting Church, VictoriaThe above idea isom a 'seed'

sown at a harvest festival service 60 + years ago. | think that it could be sown aggimdue
acknowledgement to that unforgotten Methodist lay preacher and faithful sower.
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Saturday 7" March

He t ol d e halvesnis pleriflilhbut the workers are few. Ask the Lord of
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvestdfield. L u k e 1 0

Early ch.9 tells of the sending
out of the 12 (apostles). Now, in
preparation for a busy itinerary,
Jesus sendsut many moré 70 or
72. This agricultural image has
u generally been interpreted as the

' "“The"efofe LAlZZ9)  harvest field being the world and
thetorgloftheharvestto the workersodo task
send out workers e bringing souls into the Kingdom.

8 There is much to do and few

WY 2
v

5 ~ workers so they must hasten. As
well, it is their responsibility to pray for more workers.

The harvest is still plentiful and ripe and workers few! It is the task of the
wi der group of disciples to Oharves
involved.

A few facts to stir us to actioiff the world werel00 people :

O 20 would live i n a sl um
0 49 would Iive on Il ess than $3
0 42 would never have heard about

The world population is 7.17 billion almost 3 billion people remain unreached
by the Gospl. Only 3% of Christian missionaries work in regions where 97%
of t he O6unr e ac @gistkdyleafadeom @ckmilfrorh Iterge@e, UK)

5 possible responses for us: learn, pray, advocate, give, go

We can be workers in the fietdose to home. War, persecution, desire for
education, dreams of a better life have brought thousands of immigrants to
Australia. While pollies and the me
Christians are showing their faith by defending refugees andnaseekers,
sharing the gospeandoffering housing and support services. The harvest field
is ready right here: the call to us is to minister.

Prayer: Show me, Lord, my task on your harvest field and give me the will to
obey.

Margaret Macmillan, Ar t h ur §\dctodar e e k
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Sunday 8" March

That Blessed Name

Whatever you ask in my name, this | will do, that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. John 14:13
If we ask anything according to his will he hears usi John 5:14

In a rare act of prescriptidnthe Uniting Church commonly, in its
ordering, prefers soft, rounding verbs to mould and shape: to encourage, to as
to remind, to approve, never to repravAssembly minute 88.24.3 reads
"That al l mi n i be teguiresl to aske the follewingwordd é
as the baptismal formula, without
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."
Well may the Assembly have so required. The only documents named as
autlydrin the Basis of Union are th
whom we worship, named as Father, Son and Holy Spirit: the Apostles Creed
confesses Jesus as God and the Nicene confesses Jesus full human. This nar
of our God shapes all else. As marsdiow, soft as it sounds, we do not
worship the gracious rainbow god ofirdesertlbwers and butterfly waterfalls!
Guided and nourished by scripture, we approach our Heavenly Father in
the name of Jesus: it is a promise from our saviour he will hedmeet, our
requests he knows all thatve need to ask in
Only The Word of God Can do this.. his name. Just think, Jesus fully human and fully
eTmESes S e God, represents to the Father our smallest needs.
~== Jesus is indeed our friend. And he will do it as we
-~ ask. Just think, this God who createdtladlt isi
== John repeatedly says Jesus was the Wattd wi
“7== God at creatioii is intimate with us in our need:
.. astonishing quite. And he does so that we might
=~ know that he is God that is his glory.
We may learn at this point from the
“ West mi nst e ssh@encdtezhas®fi o n 6
~= 1647. What doeshts means for God and for us:
1. What is the chieénd of mafa A. Man'schief
endis to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.

PrayerHeavenly Father, thank you we ma
the smallestoncern of our heart, sure that you will answer: that our joy is in
your gl ory. Il n Jesusd name we pray,

Paul Langkamp, Mark the Evangelist, North Melbourne UC, Vi



25

Monday 9" March

Wait for the LORD,; be strong, antet your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!
Psalm 27:14NRSV)

Psalm 27 recounts in simple language the fearful experiences of life.
Perhaps you could read the whole psalm now before reading on.

Notice that the Psalm does not speak of jugt@ad, but the One True God,
the Creator and Redeemer who made himself known througtesel&ation and
saving action, Yahwey, 0The LORDGOG.

A living knowledge of the covenant faithfulnesstiois God, brings a deep
security and confident hope in the midst

Attack-3and war (2 0O Homel e-S)sness
Rejection and frsatedogbesdbyeGosdt
Forsakenness by motbdeWapywafdt hevi

O¢ O¢ O«

With all of these anxious experiences, one thing is ablegp kem fear and
deathdread; the hope of the resurrectib@aim confident of this: | will see the
goodness of the LORD in the land of the living! (28th hope causes a person to
wait And so it is with the gospel of

In 1 Thessalonians 1 Paul recounts how when the gospel came, in spite of gre
persecution (6), the people received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit,
and fié turned to God fr om iamdadolwsitfort o
his Sonifom heavepnwhom he raised from the deatksus, who rescues us from
the wrath that is coming." {20) (NRSV)

Wait for the LORD,; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the
LORD is a word of gracious invitation to rely only and always on tbedlwhose
Son, forsaken by all, victoriously defeated his enemies, and now speaks to us the
words of eternal life. Those who hear the voice of the Son of God will have a
newfound ability to wait in hope! May grace, mercy and peace by yours in his
name.

Prayer:Our Father from before the foundation of the world, you have sent your
Son to be one with us forever, that we might be one with you forever as your
bel oved children. We Thank you Lord
building when calamity comes owway, or when we sin and fail to live in your
goodness. Fill us anew with your Holy Spirit that we might live confidently in
the assurance of forgiveness, and the hope of the resurrection, and so wait
patiently for the day of your appearing in glory. Ourgyer is in Christ, for he

is risen from the dead, and lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One
God, now and forever. Amen.

Rev. Shane Kammerman CairnsQueensland
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Tuesday 18' March

All Things Work Together for Good

"And we knowimnlgast Giomd alolr ks for t he
who have been call edroa#emosr di ng t o h

This verse brings s
'to believemnbse adnidf fyiectul
~accept. We know t hat
lour lives but can we
'-"worked out in "all"' t
o difficult uncomfort a
\"ycan be hard to believ
' forhose QGiomds
sily think

a

e | bad, and

(0020 200 Mc00RONG > ’

good. But the good th

QH“SPURPDSE verse is not defined
i s good for wus and in

wor king for our good.

He i s s-boémélgnin control. God's
even before we were born and He has
all things.Forahwls ec dGotdi fweaxr,knew he e
conformed tohitsheSolni,k etnheasts hoef mi ght |
many brothers. And t hose he predest
also justified; thosé Rbeman898iL 2Oo&dryr
beyond our ésmallé viewsGbdwhasts 6al
been at work through Jesus calling
have that we are his beloved and fo

| f we | ook at our own ' good' pl ar
di sappointed butwoak we ULbeolwet wi Gbdh
assurance.

Pr aczyebear Heavenly Father, you know
good for wus. Pl ease help us to tru
necessary, I mportant anus etvennatr eqad
without the joy of knowing you and
secure in your hands. Fat her , hel p
things when | ife seems unfair and o
more dandimply what you are doing.

Rev. Derek Schiller, St. George Uniting Church Queensland
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Wednesday11™" March

It s Well With My Soul

This hope we have as an anchor of the sobb@eboth sure and steadfast and
one which enters within the veil, whelesus has entered as a forerunner for
us, havingoecome a high priest forever Heb. 6:1920 NAS

The large merchant shipatering the port of Alexandrigave their bow

lanyards and anchor to the tender vessel which rowed ahead to the wharf whe
it wassecured by labourergho would haul the laden vessel to safe docking

for unloading. The tender vessel was calledpfeeglomoswhich is he very

word used of Jesus here. Itianslatedorerunnet

Jesus has already gone ahead for us. He
] i A ' |, hasn't gone alone. He has taken the

r’* IT IS L . anchor of our souls and as our
| \MH n\ |\ prodomoshas tied us firmly to the
HERETIRD, ; wharf of our eternal home. Soon the
" | || °@ ‘@‘ @ | Qreat ship of the church will be hauled
i P ‘© /I\ || into receive and enjogl the
| ol | ) inheiitance of ChristAnd we are on
| ll n\ 1 board!
il : . Do you feel the tug on your souls

' anchor, the sense that your precious life
is secure? And remember the Lord has
made this promise to you by swearing on his own eternal character. He wants
us to be totally confiderthat all iswell with your soul throughil great Son

our Prodomos.

AP ST T o

Dear Lord Jesus | am so grateful that you are the churches Prodomos, my
forerunner! | will not let any fears regarding my future security or health
distract me. | will honour you with retful trust and live confidently serving
you. | love you. Help me with this. Amen.

Rev lan Clarkson Hope Network, South Australia
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Thursday 12" March
You asky ¥ay?

You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask
wrongly, to spend it on your passiodames 4.3

James 4, the first several verses, is about getting what you need and getting what you wa
and getting it from God he is all goodall powerful, and abundantly merciful and knows
exactly what you desirafter all. And then not getting it: a disappointing cyafle
dissatisfaction that gods reject God anthatspirakto despair.

The wanti ng adseseiw.e Dosersait,dite hes awli m | 3 i & es &
of yourT htee arsts.u¢d ance of the heartdés compl

The f aul t manibon ih 4:28degids wathdthe askinipat is not asking. Our
Heavenly Father wants us to ask. He opens thetdags to approach and presemg

open air hearts and show our longingdl: the loopy, unfulfilled passions. James is right
about that. Johnsaysit15i7e as k what ever you wishlt and
sounds like a blank cheque for satisfaction:dhly matter isto do the prayer: aily,

several times to bring to him our smallest hurts and poisonous wants, and see what
happens.

James goelsackanother step. The asking is not satisfied because the asking is wrong, not
the prayer itself, but the passion that motivates. The passioostdonhave t o be
or flesh. Even necessities of life can be focussing passions. Jesus, Luke ¥2,dsays, n o t
seek what you are to eat or drinké your

Instead, the seeking is for something else that is

1 much higherthat is God himself. Psalm 37:4

/| saysitthiswayfi Del i ght your sel

/ and he will give you ¢t}
/14 What comes first is delight in the Lord. Jesus,

in John 15, puts delight in the Lord as being one

“ALL (l*l“\\H~\ul‘ THEY WANT; 7 ¢ . L. -
"THEY DO NOT ALWAYS LIKE T /A wi t h t Hfeyou Blody iMme, and my

'y ,.:Lé»tg\ N /ﬁﬁ\/" words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and
M it o~ it will be done for yol
See— -
Quot e: AThere i s but or

Everything else is good when it looks to Himand bagwh it t urns fr om
C.S.Lewisin The Great Divor ¢

Paul Langkamp, Mark the Evangelist UCNorth Melbourne
Victoria



29

Friday 13" March

Anlf you then, who are evil, know ho
much more wil.| the heavenly Father
Luke 11:13

Jesus uses the intimate relationship between a father and son to describe our
relationship to the Heavenly Father. It would be unthinkable for me to give my
10 year old son a crocodile, a chaisw or a deadly drug for his birthday.

Al t hough as parents we are frail an
frailty we know the differece between what is good and not good for our
children. If this is so, how much more will the Heavenly Father, the source, the
giver of life give good giftd8 the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.

The first insight here i glivesgtobead i n
empowered by the Holy Spirit. The disciples needed to wait in Jerusalem until
they received this gift. Peter was in no doubt when he called on people to
repent and believe in order to be forgiven and to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts
2:38)

Thesecond thing that is obvious is that instead of being fearful or reluctant we
need to go on asking for the gift of the Holy Spirit. There is no one recipe or
formula provided in the Acts of the Apostles to follow. The Spirit blows where
He wills but we a@ not expected to go it alone merely committed to a religious
tradition. We are to go on asking, seeking, knocking so that charged with the
Holy Spirit we are able to consciou
but Christ who Iives in me.o

Prayer Lord pour out your life giving Spirit upon the Church across our
nation. Shed your | ove abroad i n my
equipped to live as your witness in the world. In Jesus name Amen.

Rev Ted Curnow, LangwarrinVictoria
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Saturday 14" March

said to them all: o61f anyon
his crLake623dai ly and f ol

In many Christian churches, Lent has been
thought of as the 40 days leading up to Good
Friday and Easter Day. Just as the Israelites spent
40 years in the Sinai wilderness in hard conditions
and Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the desgert
the time betwen his baptism by John and the start
of his ministry, so followers are urged to have 40
days of seldenial. This has generally been
conceived of as denying yourself some pleasure or
i ndul gence (movies, chocol at eéney) an
consequently saved to a good cause.

This is not a bad thing, but here Jesus is talking not about such denial bu
about sacrificial commitment. He has just spoken of the cross he would carry t
his crucifixion (22) and now warns his followers that tineyst carrytheir
Cross, too. It does noffect atonement as his cross does. It is not a literal cross
as his was, but is nonetheless, real.

Hi s disciples knew what it meant
the preferred method of execution oéithRoman overlords and they would
have seen condemned men set off with a posse of soldiers omeapne
journey. So taking up your cross is the utmost indeffial and for the discigl
of Christ, it is done daily ahuntil death. It means being prepateduffer the

wor st that man can do, for the sake
mission takes priority over all el$eesven worthy things like family
responsibilites(5% 2) , accruing a healthy sup

Some may saygy wbrdoéi bua Ohadoes not
fulfil earthly responsibilities and to follow Christ with total commitment. Itis a
call to right priorities and will take a different shape for different people and at
different stages of life. God hours the disciple who denies himself : loyalty

to Jesus will be its own reward.

Lord, give me the will and strength to take up my cross daily and follow
wherever you call me, not counting the cost but glad to serve you faithfully.

Margaret Macmillan Ar t h u r 9\dctodar e e k
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Sunday 18" March

MakiNgu Whatr¥ou A

For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being
sanctified. Hebrews 10:14

My father collected me as an infant from the orphanage and brought me
to hisand his bridés home as his adopted son. He gave me his name, and as |
grew into boyhood proudly introduced me to adult friends as 'my son'. Later he
would leave me ambheritance.

| was his son, completen law andin love, for life. In my maturing he
would in truth teach me his ways for his son. Though foolish and ignorant at
times, | was proud to learn atolseek
to copy ando obey those dignified
ways.

Our Lord Jesus, through his
obedience unto the cross, has brought
us complete ahperfect with nothing
lackinginto His Fathed s h o me a
kingdom: His name anklis waysnow
written into our nature. He now takes
the eternal responsibilityf eraining us
to live and to daccording to our sonly status. This is called sanctification or
being taught the ways tfie Father. He is doing the changes &edsworking
in us towards his purpose.

What do we know about holinésZero! Does he know what he is doing?
Does he know how to transform us? Of course. Sometimes it will be a
whispered inguction Other timesfatherly discipline, gentle, perplexing even,
but always according to His pogeation glorious plan.

Holy Father, thank you for bringing me complete for all time into your
family. In my shane and failure Isometimes wonder if | reg§t am truly
perfected before you. But | gladly accept your Word and will receiire
circumstances as from your hanavorking your holiness in my life. Amen

Rev lan Clarkson Hope Network, South Australia
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Monday 16" March

So SoapavweHHué

If you hadfaith like a grain of mustard seed, yooudd say to this mulberry tre@,B e
uprooted and planted i nlLukhlg6sea, 6 and

Almost 30 years ago, when | was a Ministry student at the Melbourne College
of Divinity and the UCA TheologicdHall, a fellow student was a young woman
studying for the Anglican priesthood. | recall speaking to her one day about an
attractive pendant she was wearing. On a delicate silver chain around her neck hur
a glass orb, cl ear eanteenmpdle. Ifasked hex whatrthe | |
0somet hingd was and s hnewhendhingls werdaabtt s h e
Ot ogomdainl t 6s a mulkesadidndeedwear it whe
reminded of how much faith | need to

| had neveseen a mustard seed until then, but my memory of that brief
discussion with a fellow student has never leftinmor has the realization of how
small the seed was that Jesus spoke o
our faith needs to be.

Lukechapters1d 7 ar e O6red i nk
my Bi ble. These chapters
significant teaching by Jesus on discipleship and
what was needed to follow Him. It is when the
disciples seem a bit overwhelmed and cry out to
JesusifLor d, iumc if eliadtldésusaeplied
Alf you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you
could say to this mul berr

MULBERRY _ \\‘

TREES== planted in the sea, 6 and
‘ | 6ve had a full and en
mini stry but Ingcadeddntto r e c ¢

T transplant mulberry trees! Even so, | often find that
M\W it \ my faith seems inadequate to face life, ministry, and
\wmuLoBl:Yuk the many and varied 1 SsSue¢

&F \/ ) U l‘-‘ﬁ) a simple glass pendant often pops into mind.
"L“\V Jesus was a great teac
proponent. Thatdos why we
simple example. For local men working with him, men who did know how dnig
small- a mustard seed was, the answer Jesus-gabeief one verse answer
clealysaidn You have enough faith, jJjust tru
Is life getting on top of you? Are you feeling crowded or overwhelmed? Just
remember that our God is bigger than our circumstances and His enabling grace wi
take the mustargdeed of faith that we offer, and things will happen! Trees will
move! Lives will be transformedAnd faith will grow.
Rev Rob Tann Kangaroo Island Linked UCA Congregations, 8uth

Australia.
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Tuesday 17" March

When he approached Jerusalem, he saw the city and wept dugeat19:41
This day had been an astonishing event, like a miracle of revelation of the True

King before all the people including His enemies. Tbeyld do nothing about it,
and He refused to comply with their requests to relmikelisciples. It had been
prophesied by Zechariah as He who would be the @eekriding into the city

on the foal dan ass rather than a warhorse. He wagicomplish fothem a

triumph and a victory which they could not then have urideds All the Gospel
writers havealescribed it; it was like a temporary unveiling of his true glory. In
some way it appears to have beéndi a Arcaui rsteariop rungfor the a c t
Daywhichis still to come, when fievery ey
bow, and every tongue confesso his t
weep for Him when he would be led out to be cruciffiedVe ep not f or
yourselves and for youihci | d, hesvais@o say to thenBut here Jesusept as

he saw the hardship apgdgment that his people were bringing upon themselves,
He knew what \&s coming for therand for himself.

He knew his people would suffer for rejecting the

great gift he was tthem, and what He would
accomplish for them.

But there have been aadesigns hat we might
Nseeo Who he is, and rece
He del i.dohthegoythat wah set before him,
he endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
seated at the right hand
those who now worship him thelbe may still shed tears, but they will be the
tears of joy as they participate in His joy!

It is for this reason that Good Friday is good, as we now know as we look
back a it!

Father, we see your Son, our Saviour, and his sadness at the failure of those he
loved to understand what he was doing for the people he loved, and for all those
who would trust in him in the coming generations. The love he showed in these
tears isyour own love, fully manifest in his glad obedient®your plan, so itis

here that we see your true nature, as he so faithfully revealed. Thank you, for it
i's this Akindness that | eads us to r

Neil Maclntosh BranchesU C, Adelaide,South Australia
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Wednesdayl8" March

The Woman with the Tears

nl tell you, her si n g forshehdved muceButdle ma n
who is forgiven little]l oves | i ttl e. 0o Luke7:47

|l can only i magine t he bedntradpmediolfl s i
assume she was fAtrappedo because she

The bible passage doesnot tell us
that Jesus knew 100% the answer to that! Most likely tears of relief as she has
beenreleased from the bondage of sin! The same Jesus that had given her the
courage to leave that life behind with that awesome power of forgiveness, was
that same man that she knelt beside and washed his feet with her tears and wipe
them with her hair.

Ona normal occasion | assume this woman would have avoided any eye
contact or close proximity to this Pharisee called Simon who obviously
recogni sed her as he said to himself
a Sinner! o But Jesstadembled deete jpst waldant h i n
Si mondés home with her expensive | ar
perfume as she released the grief of her past sinful life and embraced the fresh
and pure hope for her future! There is no doubt treusles now her Saviour.

As | read this passage | think of the separate poles of people in our society.
Those who |Ii ke to think they have go
want that to change.

On the other side there are those who are living in some type of nightmare,
sexual abuse, drug addiction, alcoholism, mental illness, pornography addiction,
homelessness, slave trade, victims of terrorism, the list goes on!

In the middle of this interaicn is Jesus, who knows both sides of the story.

Sometimes we neleto climb off our own pedestaltG ok if someone else is
Aforgiven mucho, because their AsinNns
back inawe and be humbled by the iéhangingmia c | e of Godds f
that occurred for this woman, made possible because of Jesus.

Dear Heavenly Father, Thank you for sacrificing your own precious Son and
rescuing us all from a life of Sinkaren Heinrich, Coonalpyn Uniting Church SA



