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Background 

The Bentley Report was the report commissioned by the Assembly 
Standing Committee which would provide "......a summary.....with an 
emphasis on accurately reflecting the opinions expressed" in the 
responses to the Interim Report on Sexuality. This is what UCA 
members expected would be made available to them.  

As is known now, the "official" report (9 pages) put out by Assembly, 
Report on the Responses to the Interim Report on Sexuality, was not 
what had been produced by Mr. Bentley, a part-time worker with the 
Christian Research Association with an extensive background in 
religious research and history. Instead, members were presented 
with a report that was incomplete, and selective in quotations and 
figures from the Bentley Report (22 pages). All this, despite Mr. 
Bentley stating that "the responses could be considered 
representative of the Uniting Church as a whole". , 2 It would also 
appear that Mr. Bentley is the only person to have read all - or at 
least, the vast majority of - the responses in any considered detail. 
His report is dated "February 1997", so could have been readily 
available at the time Uniting Sexuality & Faith was released.  

It was apparent that many at the recent Assembly were unaware of 
the Bentley Report and its contents, which is not surprising given the 
seeming reluctance to make them known.3 Nor is it surprising in such 
circumstances that the wider church is not aware of the  

Report nor of the weight of responses. EMU members around the 
country continue to report a worrying lack of awareness of the Report 
and its analysis amongst ministers, leaders and laity: "The Bentley 
Report? What’s that?" While numbers are not necessarily indicative 
of the correctness of a view, it is important to know what others are 
thinking, and ministers and leaders be fully informed about what 
members think.4 

 

 



What does it say? 

A few examples from the Bentley analysis will highlight the 
incomplete picture members at large have been presented with 
"officially" by the Assembly leadership in relation to what they and the 
church said in response to the Interim Report:: 

� “Certainly some responses show little evidence of having read the 
report....., but there is also convincing evidence to point toward 
extensive study of, and use of the report and other resources by 
individuals, groups and members of the councils of the church." 
(para. 1.4), 

� 91% of congregations, 84% of parishes, and 82% of elders councils 
that responded did not affirm the direction of the Interim Report in 
relation to homosexuality, including opposing its underlying 
scriptural and theological foundations in this area (paras. 2.2 and 
2.3; 3.2 and 3.3; and 4.2 and 4.3), 

� 88% of people responding were negative towards to the Interim 
Report - this represented some 21,000 people (para. 15.4.1), 

� If the number of parishes was used as a base and related to Synod 
membership figures, then the number of people associated with the 
responses could be as a high as 100,000(para. 15.4.3), 

� 92% of "detailed theological critiques and reflective essays (were) 
not supportive of the direction of the report." (para. 10.1.1), 

� "Individual responses tended to express stronger view points 
than.....councils of the church." (para. 10.1), 

 

Endnotes 

1 An overseas researcher, who has read the Bentley Report and 
whose "bread and butter" is detailed statistical analysis, has 
commented informally that the figures in that report would be 
accurate for the church as a whole to within one or two percentage 
points. 

2 The 1996 National Church Life Survey, for example, in its detailed 
report, Thinking About Sexuality, shows that only 15% of UCA 
attenders agreed that homosexuals should be accepted into 
leadership positions in the church on the same basis as 
heterosexuals, and a further 20% only if they were non-practising. 

3 While Assembly representatives (260) were provided with a copy of 
the "official" report, along with their Assembly papers, a fortnight or 
so prior to the event, they were only informed about the availability of 



the Bentley Report and had to specifically request it from the 
Assembly office. When those representatives were in Perth, 50 
copies of the Bentley Report, along with 250 copies of the Basis of 
Union paper, were made available at the end of the opening session. 
With such processes of availability, it is uncertain how many of the 
representatives had actually seen or read the Bentley Report.  

4 "Certainly, the opinions of the majority - or the minority - do not 
make a matter right or wrong. Ethical issues should never be 
resolved by polls. However, perhaps the sort of principle that Paul 
evokes in his letter to the church at Corinth (1Cor.8) regarding 
respect for the consciences of others might suggest that sometimes, 
at least, survey results should be taken into account by those making 
decisions about policy." P. Hughes, "Attitudes to Issues of Sexuality", 
p. 11, Christian Research Association Bulletin, June 1997.  

  

  

  


